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ACTION AE- 1 8 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-25 ADP-00 SS-I5 NSC-IO PM-07 CIAE-00 

INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 DODE-00 L-03 MC-02 AID-20 IGA-02 

EB-11 TRSE-00 RSR-01 OMB-OI H-03 /I30W 

075983 

R281700Z AUG73 
EM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 459 
INEO AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

CONEIDENTIAL ROME 8807 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR US SO ET 

SUBJECT: SOMALI APPROACH TO ITALIANS EOR US HELP 

1. RESPONSIBLEFONOEE OFFICIAL (GRASSI) HAS INFORMED US THAT 
SOMALI AMBASSADOR CALLED AT MINISTRY AUGUST 23 TO SOLICIT ITALIAN 
INTERVENTION WITH DEPARTMENT WITH AIM OE ENCOURAGING USG PRESSURE 
ON ETHIOPIA TO ADOPT LESS BELLICOSE STAND IN RELATIONS WITH 
SOMALIA. DURING PRESENTATION, SOMALI AMBASSADOR ALSO ADVERTED 

TO INCREASE IN TENSION CREATED BY US ARMS DELIVERIES. IN WHAT 
ITALIANS CONSIDER AS SIGNIEICANT NUANCE, AMBASSADOR ALSO 
INDICATED THAT MOGADISCIO MIGHT ADOPT DIEEERENT 
ATTITUDE TOWARD SOVIET ASSISTANCE IF US COULD OBTAIN PEACEFUL 
GESTURE (E.G. BORDER TROOP WITHDRAWAL) FROM ETHIOPIA. GRASSI 
INTERPRETS LATTER HINT AS INDICATION THAT ALL NOT GOING WELL 
IN SOVIET-SOMALI RELATIONS. 

2. GRASSI SAID THAT FOREGOING REPORT SENT TO ITALIAN EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON WITH INSTRUCTION TO MAKE LOW KEY REPRESENTATION AT 
DEPARTMENT. VOLPE 
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